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DMA abstract exhibition mixes it up
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The Dallas Museum of Art’s two curators of contemporary art, newly appointed Gavin Delahunty and Gabe
Ritter, present a wonderfully bracing, panoramic survey of post-World War II abstract art, largely from the
Permanent Collection, in the museum’s gorgeous Barrel Vault and one of its Quadrant Galleries. Coherent, it
is not. What it is is exciting and full of ideas.

The installation almost makes looking at contemporary art, which many museumgoers find challenging, into
a visual sport. For those art groupies who know what is hot and what is not, there is plenty of fodder for
argument and discussion in “Bold Abstractions: Selections From the DMA Collection 1966-1976.”

Three of the Quadrant Galleries host installations by single artists, two of them function as part of “Bold
Abstractions” — a major 1967 felt-and-metal floor piece by the California-born, New York-based Barry Le Va
and a re-creation of a 1971 one-gallery exhibition at the Whitney Museum of American Art by the
African-born British painter Frank Bowling. The charmingly disorienting installation by the U.S.-based
Korean artist Chosil Kil is unrelated.

There is little that links these three powerfully separate installations. To counter the internal incoherence of
these three ingredients, Delahunty decided to mount an exhibition in the remainder of the vast space devoted
to international abstraction from those 10 years. He rummaged through the racks and storage rooms of the
DMA and raided the homes and storage areas of local private collectors to celebrate this extraordinarily rich
decade in sculpture and painting — there are no photographs, videos, or, save the Le Va, installations.

These range from near-canonical works by Robert Motherwell, Frank Stella, Brice Marden, Richard Tuttle,
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